Welcome to the Aragon Review: written for children, parents and teachers! This month, we’re reading
books that champion Equality! When it comes to making the world a more equal place, we still have a
long way to go. That’s why it’s meaningful to teach the children in your life about the importance of
equality from an early age! From racial to gender equality and beyond, what better way to share this
wonderful message than through books?

Do you have any
unwanted or
unloved books on
your bookshelf at
home?
If you have any
unwanted or unused
books at home, that
your children have
outgrown, please think
about donating them to
our school so the class's
book corners can be
refreshed.

World Book Day
This year, World Book
Day will take place on
Thursday 5th March 2020
and as always we will be
inviting the children to
dress up as their favourite
book character.

Poetry Book of the Month
We Rise, We Resist, We
Raise Our Voices
Edited by Wade
Hudson and Cheryl
Wellis Hudson
Fifty diverse children's
authors and illustrators from Jason Reynolds,
Jacqueline Woodson, and
Kwame Alexander to
Sharon Draper, Rita Williams-Garcia, and Ellen Oh share answers to the question, "In this divisive world,
what shall we tell our children?" Featuring poems,
letters, essays, art, and more, this anthology
empowers kids to build a better future.

Early Years Recommendation
Franny’s Father is a Feminist—Franny's Father is a Feminist. It's simple, really!
He knows that girls can do anything boys can do, and raises Franny to believe that
she deserves all the same rights, freedoms, and opportunities to fulfil her dreams
that he had. Through sweet, straight-forward prose,
Franny's Father portrays the loving bond between a
young girl, and her father who isn't afraid of bucking
gender norms in order to ensure that his daughter
grows up smart, strong, and full of self-confidence.
What is a Refugee by Elise Gravel? —A kidfriendly introduction to the refugee experience for
young readers, this book explains why some people have to leave their homes. It
also explains the many challenges refugees may face once they leave. We love
that the book reinforces refugees are people “just like you and me” throughout.

Year 1-2 Recommendations
Mirror by Jeannie Baker —Mirror is an innovative picture book that can be
read simultaneously, from the left and right. It tells two stories of two boys, one from
Sydney, Australia and the other from Morocco and shows how their lives are
connected. We soon see a connection in their lives through the journey of a
homemade Moroccan carpet into the Australian boy’s
home. The story ends by showing the family in Sydney
enjoying their new purchase together while the Moroccan
family are surfing the internet.
The Colour of Us by Karen Katz—Lena wants to paint
a picture of herself, until she wonders to herself why she has a different skin colour from
others in her neighbourhood. Lena and her mother go for a walk around their
neighbourhood understanding that skin colours can come in many different shades.
Throughout the story they compare each person’s skin colour to food such as honey,
cinnamon and more, putting diversity into perspective even for younger children.

Year 3-4 Recommendations
Who Was Ghandi? By Dana Meachan Rau—Part of the Who Was? series, Who Was Gandhi? tells
the story of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born in 1869 in British-occupied India. Though
he studied law in London and spent his early adulthood in South Africa, he remained devoted to
his homeland and spent the later part of his life working to make India an independent nation.
Calling for non-violent civil disobedience, Gandhi led India to
independence and inspired movements for civil rights around the
world. Gandhi is recognized internationally as a symbol of hope, peace,
and freedom.

Too Small Tola by Atniuke—Three delightful stories about Too Small
Tola, a young girl who, though small, is very determined. Tola lives in a
flat in Lagos with her sister, Moji, who is very clever; her brother, Dapo,
who is very fast; and Grandmummy, who is very bossy. Tola proves to be stronger than she seems
when she goes to market with Grandmummy and manages to carry home a basket full of yams
and vegetables, chilli peppers and fish. When the taps in the flat don't work, it's Tola who brings
water from the well, and it's Tola who saves the day when Mr Abdul, the tailor, needs his goods to
be delivered quickly.
Year 5-6 Recommendations

The Unforgotten Coat by Frank Cottrell Boyce—When two Mongolian brothers
suddenly appear in Julie’s sixth grade class no one knows how react. Until Chingis, the older
brother, proclaims Julie as their “Good Guide”, giving Julie the responsibility of teaching them
about English slang, sports, school uniform and also trying to explain the boys behaviour to her
class mates. Julie really shows interest in the boy’s lives by understanding their culture outside
of school, writing a report on Mongolia, which she shares with her class and getting a glimpse
of the fears that Chingis and his family have daily. At times this
story is told from an adult’s perspective, making it a good read for
both children and grown-ups.
Suffragette: The Battle for Equality by David Roberts —
Bestselling illustrator David Roberts delivers a colourfully illustrated
history of the women's suffrage movement in the U.K. and the U.S. Touching on imprisonment,
hunger strikes, suffrajitsu, and more, Roberts includes many of the key figures of the movement
in portraiture and scenes that bring them vividly to life. .

Staff Recommendations Miss Pearce - EYFS Leader

Favourite Children's Book: My favourite children’s book has got to be We’re Going
on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen. Not only did I enjoy reading this story when I was little
but I thoroughly enjoy sharing it with children now I am a teacher. I love following the
family’s excitement of going on their adventure and joining in with the actions as they
tackle the different obstacles, only to find a surprise waiting for them in the cave!
Children always love to join in with the repeated words and they eagerly jump up to join
in with the actions as well. It is so much fun!
Currently Reading: As an Early Years teacher, I always make sure that I am keeping up to date
with any new releases of picture books. I have recently read ‘The Go Away Bird’ by Julia
Donaldson, one of my favourite authors and thoroughly enjoyed this tale of friendship. I have also
been reading Circe by Madeline Miller. This book is packed full of enchantment , magic and
historical references whilst taking you on a journey of family rivalry and a quest for power.
Recommended Reads:

EYFS: Lion Inside by Rachel Bright KS1: Sam Wu is not Afraid of Spiders by Katie and Kevin Tsang
LKS2: George’s Marvellous Medicine by Roald Dahl

UKS2: The Boy who Flew by Fleur Hitchcock.

Why Should Kids Read?

Non-Fiction Book of the Month

Waterstones Book of the Month

@Malorie Blackman
(author of the Noughts and
Crosses series)

Fantasticall Great Women Who Saved the
Planet by Kate Pankhurst

The Highland Falcon Thief by M. G. Leonard
and Sam Sedgman

From bestselling author and illustrator Kate
Pankhurst, descendent of Emmeline Pankhurst,
comes another 'smart, informative, inclusive and
accessible' book about trail-blazing women (Fiona
Noble, The Bookseller). This time, it's women who
have been making decisions that have helped
protect our natural world from way before it was on
a political agenda. Discover their untold stories.

From the mercurial pen of the author of Beetle
Boy comes a high-speed, rip-roaring yarn of mystery
and adventure set on the last journey of the royal
train, The Highland Falcon. Twists, turns, clues and
secrets abound as Harrison Beck and his travel-writer
Uncle Nat attempt to
thwart the theft of a
priceless brooch. With
carriages full of richly
drawn suspects and a
meticulously constructed
plot, M.G. Leonard and
Sam Sedgman's wildly
entertaining novel delivers
laughs, shocks and
cliffhangers aplenty.

“D’you want to know
where real magic lives? It
lives within the pages of
books. Reading for fun can
change who you are and
who you can be.”

Author Spotlight— Konnie Huq
Konnie Huq is one of Britain’s most loved presenters. She was Blue
Peter’s longest serving female presenter from 1997-2008. She is also
a brilliant interviewer, having given J.K. Rowling her first ever
interview in 1997 and Malala and Ziauddin Yousafzai at Central
Hall Westminster on the publication of Ziauddin's book, Let Her
Fly. In 2018, Konnie signed a 3 book deal for a children’s series with
Piccadilly Press. This will be her first foray into children’s books and
the main character is inspired by Konnie’s own London
Bangladeshi background and her love of science and being a bit
nerdy.

Cookie has never quite felt like she fits in – a quirky girl with a touch of the geek, from a
Bangladeshi family – and with an uncanny ability to get herself into almost constant
scrapes. Populated with a hilarious cast of characters, from annoying classmates to
tedious teachers and of course her amazing friends, the Cookie books are relatable for
anyone who’s ever been to school.

How to Encourage Older Children to Read
•

Ensure that your children see you reading. It doesn't
matter if it's the newspaper, a cookery book, romantic
novel, detective mystery, short stories, computer
manual, magazine - anything!

•

Encourage children to join in - ask a child to read out
a recipe for you as you cook, or the TV listings when
you are watching TV.

•

Give books or book tokens as presents (and encourage
others to do so!)

•

Encourage children to carry a book at all times so they
can read on journeys or in spare moments – you can
do this, too!

•

Keep reading together. There are lots of books that
both adults and young people can enjoy. Try The
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark
Haddon, the Harry Potter series, or The Life of Pi by
Yann Martel. Read books you can all talk about but
make the talk light-hearted, not testing or overquestioning

500 Words 2020—Radio 2
Competition
500 Words is the UK’s most successful
short story-writing competition for
children between the ages of 5 and
13. It was launched back in 2011, after
Chris Evans had a dream. He dreamt
of getting children excited about reading and writing. All
children: no matter what their ability, experience, or
background. 2019 attracted over 110, 000 entries children
to the short story competition, and since it launched, the
competition has received over 912,986 short stories. It’s
super simple. All entrants must pen an original story, no
more than 500 words in length, and submit it online. It can
be about ANYTHING you want – space-ships, grannies,
insects, time travel. The list is endless!
Stories are judged anonymously, without regard to
grammar, punctuation or spelling. The competition
culminates in a broadcast extravaganza of live music and
sensational story-telling every summer, at a special venue.
Click on this link to submit a story.

Parent
Volunteers
Here at Aragon, we
are always on the
look out for parent/
grandparent/adult
volunteers to come
and read with our
children. If you could
spare some time to
help our children
read then please
contact the school
office, who will pass
your details onto the
teachers.

